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PART 38—AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT (ADA) ACCESSI-
BILITY SPECIFICATIONS FOR
TRANSPORTATION VEHICLES

Subpart A—General

Sec.
38.1 Purpose.
38.2 Equivalent facilitation.
38.3 Definitions.
38.4 Miscellaneous instructions.

Subpart B—Buses, Vans and Systems

38.21 General.
38.23 Mobility aid accessibility.
38.25 Doors, steps and thresholds.
38.27 Priority seating signs.
38.29 Interior circulation, handrails and

stanchions.
38.31 Lighting.
38.33 Fare box.
38.35 Public information system.
38.37 Stop request.
38.39 Destination and route signs.

Subpart C—Rapid Rail Vehicles and
Systems

38.51 General.
38.53 Doorways.
38.55 Priority seating signs.
38.57 Interior circulation, handrails and

stanchions.
38.59 Floor surfaces.
38.61 Public information system.
38.63 Between-car barriers.

Subpart D—Light Rail Vehicles and Systems

38.71 General.
38.73 Doorways.
38.75 Priority seating signs.
38.77 Interior circulation, handrails and

stanchions.
38.79 Floors, steps and thresholds.
38.81 Lighting.
38.83 Mobility aid accessibility.
38.85 Between-car barriers.
38.87 Public information system.

Subpart E—Commuter Rail Cars and
Systems

38.91 General.
38.93 Doorways.
38.95 Mobility aid accessibility.
38.97 Interior circulation, handrails and

stanchions.
38.99 Floors, steps and thresholds.
38.101 Lighting.
38.103 Public information system.
38.105 Priority seating signs.
38.107 Restrooms.
38.109 Between-car barriers.

Subpart F—Intercity Rail Cars and Systems

38.111 General.
38.113 Doorways.
38.115 Interior circulation, handrails and

stanchions.
38.117 Floors, steps and thresholds.
38.119 Lighting.
38.121 Public information system.
38.123 Restrooms.
38.125 Mobility aid accessibility.
38.127 Sleeping compartments.

Subpart G—Over-the-Road Buses and
Systems

38.151 General.
38.153 Doors, steps and thresholds.
38.155 Interior circulation, handrails and

stanchions.
38.157 Lighting.
38.159 Mobility aid accessibility.
38.161 Moveable aisle armrests.

Subpart H—Other Vehicles and Systems

38.171 General.
38.173 Automated guideway transit vehicles

and systems.
38.175 High-speed rail cars, monorails and

systems.
38.177 Ferries, excursion boats and other

vessels. [Reserved]
38.179 Trams, and similar vehicles, and sys-

tems.
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 12101–12213; 49 U.S.C.
322.

SOURCE: 56 FR 45756, Sept. 6, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General
§ 38.1 Purpose.

This part provides minimum guide-
lines and requirements for accessibility
standards in part 37 of this title for
transportation vehicles required to be
accessible by the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
1201 et seq.).

§ 38.2 Equivalent facilitation.
Departures from particular technical

and scoping requirements of these
guidelines by use of other designs and
technologies are permitted where the
alternative designs and technologies
used will provide substantially equiva-
lent or greater access to and usability
of the vehicle. Departures are to be
considered on a case-by-case basis
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